
LOOKING AHEAD:

9.23 | Philippians 1:12-26 
The Way of Hardship

9.30 | Philippians 1:27-30 
The Way of Apprenticeship

10.7 | Philippians 2:1-4 
The Way of Unity

10.14 | Philippians 2:5-11 
The Way of Lordship

10.21 | Philippians 2:12-18 
The Way of Love

10.28 | Philippians 2:19-30 
The Way of Friendship

11.4 | Philippians 3:1-11 
The Way of Worship

11.11 | Philippians 3:12-4:1 
The Way of Citizenship

11.18 | Philippians 4:2-9 
The Way of Leadership

11.25 | Philippians 4:10-23 
The Way of Stewardship

Practicing the Way of Jesus Together
For Brooklyn

Dear RPS family,
Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. This is the 
greeting Paul offers to a small church in Philippi (he calls them saints!) living faithfully 
within the vast and powerful Roman Empire. Paul's letter to the Philippians is filled with 
joy, hope, affection, and deep longing for a people he hasn't seen in many years but 
hopes to be reunited with one day. The fact that this letter carries these hopeful themes 
is remarkable because Paul is writing all of this from prison. But for Paul the grace and 
peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ has no bounds nor limits and can 
transform anyone, in anyplace, at anytime. And this is my hope as we take up this letter 
written not only to a people 2000 years ago on the other side of the world, but written 
to us as well. 

We are living in the midst of so much instability and uncertainty, so we are going to do 
what Christians have done throughout the centuries and turn to our God who speaks to 
us and promises to transform us by the power of his Word. As disciples of Jesus we will 
explore what it means to practice the way of Jesus together for Brooklyn. 

I'm not going to offer a lot of instruction here. My pastoral advice to is to pay attention. 
Pay attention to the text, pay attention to one another, and pay attention to how God is 
at work by His Spirit in your life and in the world around you. In other words, practice 
the way of Jesus together for Brooklyn. 

So jump in, meet as often as possible, be present with one another in your group, and 
make Paul's prayer in Philippians 1:9-11 your own for your group and our church. May 
our love may abound more and more, with knowledge and discernment, so that we may 
approve what is excellent, and so be pure and blameless for the day of Christ, filled with 
the fruit of righteousness that comes through Jesus Christ, to the glory and praise of 
God. Amen.  

In Christ, 

Chris
September 2020



If we do not give thanks
daily for the Christian
fellowship in which we
have been placed, even
where there is no great
experience, no
discoverable riches, but
much weakness, small
faith and difficulty; if
on the contrary we only
keep complaining to
God that everything is
so paltry and petty, so
far from what we
expected, then we
hinder God from letting
our fellowship grow
according to the
measure and riches
that are there for us all
in Jesus Christ. 

-Deitrich Bonhoeffer

The Way of Partnership

Study For The Week of 9.13 | Philippians 1:1-11

Look to the Scriptures
• Open in prayer ask God to for wisdom to discern, for eyes

to see and ears to hear.

Look to the Text
• What’s happening in this passage?

Before you jump to far in and find application spend some 
time paying attention to what Paul says and how he says it. 
What phrases, words, or allusions jump out at you?
What do you make of Paul’s tone towards the Philippians?
How does the fact that he is in prison give shape to his 
circumstances?
Does anything in this passage remind you of other parts of 
Scripture? Why?
You might consider how Paul’s unity, partnership, and 
affection for this church is in stark contrast to so much 
division and conflict between individuals, families, and 
nations in the Scriptures.

• Believe - Philippians teaches us what we are to believe: 
What are we to believe about Jesus? What does this passage 
teach you to believe about Him and the world we live in? 
How does Paul’s faith express itself in hope and affection for 
the Philippians in v. 8? What does Paul believe God is doing 
in his circumstances? What does he call us to believe about 
our circumstances?

• Love - Philippians teaches us what, who and how we are to 
love: What does this passage say about you and the church 
in Jesus? How does this text instruct the church to live? Pay 
attention to v. 9: what does Paul mean for love to abound 
more and more? What would that look like for us? What 
might it mean for love to be linked with knowledge, 
discernment, and righteousness? How does this passage 
teach us to love our neighbors?

• Hope - Philippians teaches us about hope: What does this 
passage say about your future in Jesus? How can Paul be so 
hopeful while in chains and in prison? Where else do you see 
Paul expressing hope for the future in this passage? How 
might it call us to have hope in our future?



Listen to one another
• One of the ways we can partner together as Paul

models for us is to listen to one another. So take time to
share prayer requests, share stories from your week,
celebrate what is good, mourn what is frustrating.

o One suggestion is to share each of the following
during your time together
 Consolation: An time in the past week

where you felt close to God.
 Desolation: A time in the past week

where you felt far from God.
 Looking ahead: What are you looking

forward to or most worried about in the
coming week

Pray
• Spend time praying for one another and our world

incorporating both what you have studied and prayer
requests in your time of prayer.

Practice
• Paul encourages the Philippians in Phil 4:9 to “practice

these things”, so take this time over the next few weeks
on 1 or 2 spiritual practices that you would like to work
on. It could be something you are currently doing or a
new practice you want to take up. You can do this as a
group together or as individuals, but consider how you
can practice the way of Jesus together during this time.
Some suggestions: Daily Scripture reading, keeping
Sabbath, fixed-hour prayer, memorize Philippians
2:5-11 together, etc. Talk about how what you have
discussed in your group might help your daily/weekly
practices.




