
Practicing the Way of Jesus Together 
For Brooklyn 

LOOKING AHEAD: 

10.25 | Philippians 2:19-30 
The Way of Friendship 

11.1 | Philippians 3:1-11 The 
Way of Worship 

11.8 | Philippians 3:12-4:1 
The Way of Citizenship 

11.15 | Philippians 4:2-9 The 
Way of Leadership 

11.22 | Philippians 4:10-23 
The Way of Stewardship

Dear RPS family,  

When Paul writes, in v. 15, that the Philippians are “to shine as lights in the world” 
he is drawing on both Old and New Testament imagery that calls God’s people to 
be a sign of his beauty and life in world that has been defaced and marred by the 
reality of sin. The church in other words is called to be a beacon of hope for the 
watching world.  

Paul explores two ways in which we are to take up this call to be a beacon of 
hope: through our obedience to God and through our joy in God. Paul begins 
this passage with “therefore”, which connects all that he is going to say with what 
he has already said. Paul just said that we have the mind of Christ and we are to 
follow him and be like him. And we can do this because Jesus has become like 
us. He emptied himself becoming obedient to the point of death, even death on 
a cross. So now we, living in union with Jesus, take up this same call to 
obedience. Notice that Paul does not say that we are to work for our salvation 
with fear and trembling, but work out our salvation. In other words, we work out 
what God is already doing in us. Paul uses the example of speech as one of the 
ways we are to practice obedience, we are to avoid grumbling or questioning as 
we seek to be lights to the world.  

But with this call to obedience also comes the call to joy. It is God’s good 
pleasure, His joy, to work in us (v. 13), it for the joy set before him that Jesus went 
to the cross (Heb. 12:2), and it is our joy to respond to God’s call to find our life 
and hope in Him. 

In Christ, 
Chris



The Way of Light 
Study for the Week of 10.18 | Philippians 2:12-21

Look to the Scriptures 
• Open in prayer ask God to for wisdom to discern, for eyes to 

see and ears to hear. 

Look to the Text 
• What is happening in this passage? What phrases jump out at 

you?   

• Faith - Paul talks both about God working and (v. 13) and us 
working out our salvation (v. 12). How do these two realities fit 
together in the life of a Christian? 

• Love - Philippians teaches us how to love. Why do you think 
Paul brings up grumbling and questioning in v. 14? What other 
ways are we called as disciples of Jesus to be blameless and 
innocent children of God? How do we reconcile this statement 
by Paul to be without blemish given the many obvious 
blemishes we carry because of our sin? 

• Hope - Philippians teaches us how to hope in Christ. Paul ends 
this passage in v. 17 and 18 with a surprisingly hopeful tone. 
He is glad and rejoices with the Philippians even if he might 
not see them again? How might we take up this call to joyful 
hope that Paul lays out in this passage? 

Our God is not about 
grabbing but about 
giving, not about self-
glorification but about 
self-sacrifice, not about 
predetermining all 
things, but about making 
possible the salvation of 
all things, not about 
repeatedly 
demonstrating his 
sovereignty in some self-
absorbed way, but rather 
revealing the divine 
character through the 
shock and awe of death 
on a cross.  

Ben Witherington



Listen to one another 
• Consider sharing places where you are facing hardship in 

this season of your life. 
• Or pray a version of the Examen such as sharing the 

following:  
• Consolation: A time in the past week where you felt 

close to God. 
• Desolation: A time in the past week where you felt far 

from God. 
• Looking ahead: What are you looking forward to or 

most worried about in the coming week 

Pray 
• Spend time praying for one another and our world 

incorporating both what you have studied and prayer 
requests in your time of prayer. 

Practice 
• Paul encourages the Philippians in Phil 4:9 to “practice these 

things”, so take this time over the next few weeks on 1 or 2 
spiritual practices that you would like to work on. It could be 
something you are currently doing or a new practice you 
want to take up. You can do this as a group together or as 
individuals, but consider how you can practice the way of 
Jesus together during this time. Some suggestions: Daily 
Scripture reading, keeping Sabbath, fixed-hour prayer, 
memorize Philippians 2:5-11 together, etc. Talk about how 
what you have discussed in your group might help your 
daily/weekly practices. 

How are your spiritual practices helping you to have the 
mind of Christ? How do they lead you out thinking first about 
yourself and instead thinking and serving others?  


